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Official Opening of the Sensory Garden 

The 2nd November was a beautiful bright sunny autumn morning and there was a great turnout for the official opening 
of Dartmouth Park's Sensory Garden by the Mayor of Sandwell, Cllr Keith Davies, and the Chairman of the Friends of 
Dartmouth Park, Nigel Slater. Those present included many people who have contributed to the garden either by way of 
donating money or time to ensure this project had a successful outcome, and everyone was delighted with the garden. 
The family of the late Doreen Imm, who joined us, were pleased that the monies donated by family and friends in her 
memory had been put to something very close to Doreen's heart. We must thank Community Spaces for the grant that 
made this project possible and Sandwell MBC for their support throughout. 

Following the opening ceremony there was a reception in the 'Blind' Dave Heeley Events Room, where tea/coffee and 
committee member Sue's famous homemade cakes were served.  

The Friends took the opportunity at this reception to dedicate the 'Bill Finney Viewing Area' in the pavilion and to present 
Bill's wife, Betty, who is a very active member of the Friends' Committee, with a canvas taken from an old postcard of 
the entrance to the park in Edwardian times. 

 

The volunteer gardeners have met several times since the opening and planted a selection of additional plants and 
bulbs.  The group is now well established and will meet throughout the winter months to plan the garden for next spring 
and propagate plants. To help them do this some professional training will be provided. (See page 2)  

The Transform our Patch voting has now finished and although we did not win we will still be awarded £4,500 to install 
sound features in the garden.  Following a recommendation from Irene Shaw of Groundwork UK we have selected 
some items from Jamie Linwood who produces outdoor musical instruments suitable for adults.  Continued overleaf ……... 

http://www.friendsofdartmouthpark.org.uk
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Jamie has been able to offer advice regarding which items are most suitable for the site—durable and robust.  We have 
chosen a marimba and tubular gongs which will be made with wooden tubes, and are both interactive. (See 
photographs below left.) In addition Sandwell Visually Impaired group have been awarded £2,500 to put another sound 
item into the garden.  We have for a long time tried to find a supplier of a wind harp which would make music in the wind 
and not be interactive.  Finding a supplier has proved to be very difficult, however, Jamie Linwood has offered to 
construct a wind harp suitable for the site as a one-off project.   

Marimba 

Tubular gongs 

The Friends would like to thank Diane Walker who has recently donated money to the Sensory Garden   
collected in memory of her late mother, Mrs Doris Steatham.  Diane says: ‘Mom was born and bred in West 
Bromwich and spent many of her young years playing with her siblings in the park—the family lived in 
Woodward Street.’ Diane will be writing an article on her family’s memories of the park over the decades for a 
future newsletter. 

We would also like to thank Wilkinsons in Great Bridge as they have generously donated £150 worth of bulbs 
for the Sensory Garden.  We are grateful to Nobby, one of the park’s gardeners, who has been busy planting 
the bulbs on behalf of the group.  

Our Christmas Event for members held at The Public has the ‘WOW’ factor 

 Sensory Garden Volunteers have their first training session 

 
On Friday 7 December, Tina Cundy, a horticultural trainer, was introduced to 
our Sensory Garden Volunteers.  

Before they did some practical work, the group, together with Tina, decided 
on a training programme for 2013.  

Following the indoor session they went out into the Park for some practical 
training on how to prune roses and then ‘expertly’ pruned the two rose beds 
attached to the Sensory Garden.   

The photographs below show the group deciding on the programme for the 
training sessions in the Events Room, being given a practical demonstration 
on how to prune roses and then putting the training into action. They will 
meet up again in the New Year. 

It was a very cold and foggy evening on Tuesday 11 December, but in The Madeleine Carroll Suite at The Public the 
atmosphere was colourful and warm for our members’ Christmas Party.  The delicious welcome glass of mulled wine, 
which I understand was The Public’s own secret recipe, went down very well.  Following a brief update on the progress 
of the park’s restoration by our Chairman, Nigel, we were entertained by Ian Casey. A big thank you to Ian for stepping 
in at the last minute and putting on an excellent show.  The Public provided a superb interval buffet with a wide selection 
of tasty savoury and sweet treats and then it was over to Brian and Penny Williamson for dancing and party games, with 
everyone joining in and enjoying themselves.  Thank you to Brian and Penny for again providing a perfect end to our 
evening.   
 
The party was a great success and the Friends’ group would like to thank the staff at The Public for making our 
Christmas Party so special. 
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Autumn in Dartmouth  Park—who needs to travel to New England 

Saturday the 3rd November saw huge crowds in the park for the annual bonfire and fireworks extravaganza, which 
certainly didn’t disappoint. This was followed on Sunday 11 November with Remembrance Sunday attended by 
hundreds of people of all ages. The ceremony, organised by Cllr Steve Melia and the Royal British Legion, was a worthy 
tribute to the men and women who lost their lives in two world wars and other conflicts, and those who are still 
sacrificing their lives in ongoing conflicts.  Photographs of the ceremony below. 

November a busy month for Dartmouth Park 

The Deputy Mayor of Sandwell, Cllr. Vic Silvester 
lays the first wreath on the War Memorial Two minutes silence 

Two minutes silence March Past 

November has seen contractors Tomlinson working on the Herbert Street Entrance, laying new paths on the southern 
side of the park, clearing the old bandstand area and the former bowling green area.  Their next task will be the two 
pools, so we are hoping for some reasonable weather this winter and by the summer the park should be looking 
something like the Dartmouth Park we remember.   

Phase II of the Restoration is progressing well 
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The illuminated bus was very popular when it first appeared in 1951 to celebrate the Festival of Britain. The bus carried 
a canvas on wood frame which was decorated with pictures of various trams and buses that ran in West Bromwich.  It 
was decorated on many occasions, the main one being, of course, Christmas. It appeared for the last time in this guise 
in 1963. 
 
West Bromwich Corporation bus 32 was built in 1929, registration number: EA4181, and has a Dennis chassis mounted 
upon which is a West Bromwich-built Dixon 32 seat forward-entrance/exit body.  It was one of five obtained to replace 
the single-deck trams that ran on Spon Lane and Bromford Lane.  I think many of you will remember the number 16 
route. Bus 32 was originally retired in 1939 but was stored for the duration of the hostilities. 

In 1964 it was sold, less its illumination plumage, to a small group aptly named the ’32-Group’. It was handed over to 
them by Alderman George Jones at the WBCTD Social Club in Beeches Road. Representing the 32-Group was Arnold 
Mason who had then recently completed writing a booklet about the history of transport in West Bromwich. Mr Mason 
was a schoolteacher at West Bromwich Secondary Technical School.  

For many years the bus was looked after and may have been owned by the late Ray Coxon. He took the 32 to many 
vehicle rallies, including the Crich Tramway Museum. Most times inside the bus was a model tramway layout. The bus 
eventually ended-up at the Aston Manor Transport Museum in Witton Tram Depot, Birmingham. A few years ago it 
thankfully returned to its native Black Country and now resides and can be seen at The Black Country Living Museum.   

The illuminated bus lives on by Haydn Wootton 

You may remember in a previous issue of the newsletter I asked if anyone had information about the illuminated bus, 
pictured above decorated for the Coronation, and Haydn Wootton, who has recently moved from West Bromwich to 
Llandudno, sent through the following article.  Haydn’s working life has been spent in passenger transport and he has a 
great love of trams. He has very kindly donated from his collection of model vehicles several models of buses that once 
graced the highways of West Bromwich before West Midlands Transport took over.  We hope to display these models in 
the pavilion in the near future. Our Social Historian, Mark Barrett, has found two more photographs of the bus—one 
looking happy on Brighton sea front and one looking a little forlorn in Aston Manor Transport Museum.   

→
 

Our Social Historian makes another discovery - 
an aerial photograph of Dartmouth Park taken in 1928 

It is difficult to see the wonderful detail in such a small 
image of this photograph, so we have made an 
enlargement which will be on display in the pavilion. 
 
The park is full of life with three cricket matches in 
progress, all the tennis courts occupied and several 
boats out on the pool. The Farley Fountain can be seen 
situated close to the Herbert Street entrance, and also 
the brand new children’s paddling pool which was built 
in 1928. 

Beyond the park in Sandwell Valley is the Jubilee Pit 
and in the foreground is Cooper’s Hill House, which  
was demolished and its grounds became part of the 
park. 

Mark has pointed out that this photograph is particularly 
remarkable when you think back to what type of 
aeroplanes and cameras would have been around in 
1928.   


